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Two board members out at disgraced
Lynnwood Public Facilities District

Lynnwood Public Facilities District Board member Vivian Dong (center) pictured with some of the twenty-four supporters that filled the Lynnwood City Council on Mon-
day, October 9, 2023. Lynnwood Times | Mario Lotmore.

By GEORGE FTIKAS

LYNNWOOD—The  Lyn-
nwood City Council rejected
reappointing Vivian Dong and
Mike Miller to the Public Fa-
cilities District (PFD) board in
a 4-2 vote during their October
9 business meeting.

The vote went as followed:

e Councilmember George
Hurst: No

e Councilmember Joshua
Binda: No

e Councilmember Shirley
Sutton: No

e Councilmember Patrick
Decker: Yes

e Councilmember Jim

Smith: Yes

e Council Vice Presi-
dent Julieta Altamira-
no-Crosby: Abstain

e Council President Shan-
non Sessions: No

The conduct of the PFD board
has been a recurring topic
during public comments since
the attempted removal of Dong
by the board back in July.

Virtually all of the 37 speakers
during the nearly two hours of
public comments on October 9
either voiced their support for
Dong (two-thirds) or the PFD
board and Miller (one-third).

Prior to public comments, the

council voted to extend the al-
located time from 30 minutes
to one hour based on the num-
ber of people who signed up
to speak, later extending the
time again to allow everyone
to speak.

Smith recounted his experi-
ence attending the PFD meet-
ing as the council liaison as
well as his own findings into
the vote of no confidence.
Smith stated that while he is
“not faulting board members,”
he believed the PFD board act-
ed improperly and on “errone-
ous information.”

“After just two meetings, to
come up with this three-page

letter that’s all wrong makes
no sense to me,” Smith said.

Decker agreed with Smith,
stating that both Miller and
Dong *“can continue to do
great work” on the PFD board.

“Let’s put the matter behind
us,” Decker said. “Fully seat
the board and ask the board
to get back to the business
of supporting our Lynnwood
community.”

Hurst and Binda support-
ed an amendment to remove
Dong from the vote for reap-
pointment, which failed in a
2 (yeas)- 3 (nays) - 2 (absten-
tions) vote.

Hurst believed that Dong’s so-
cial media activities prior to
the Olympus Spa rally were
grounds for removal, while Bi-
nda stated that Dong was pro-
moting a “trend of division”
and alleged she was involved
in his recalled effort.

“l have to respect the four
board members of the public
facilities district,” Hurst said.
“l respect Vivian Dong as a
community activist, but I think
she overstepped the bounds,
as far as being a board mem-
ber for the Public Facilities
District in Lynnwood, by her
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Seattle Seahawks help at Lynnwood
Food Bank amidst volunteer shortage

By KIENAN BRISCOE

LYNNWOOD—Four former Seat-
tle Seahawks, who took the team to a
Super Bowl 48 Championship for the
2013 season against the Denver Bron-
cos, donated their time on Saturday,
September 23, for the Back to Action
campaign at the Lynnwood Food Bank.
The campaign is to raise awareness and
increase volunteerism at food banks
across Washington.

The Back to Action campaign partners
up Northwest Harvest, Safeway, the
Washington Food Coalition, Vault89
Strategies, the Seattle Seahawks, and
King5 with the goal to sign up 3,000
or more food bank volunteers for Hun-
ger Resource Organizations across the
state before December 31.

The athletes included Seattle Sea-
hawks defensive tackle Red Bryant,
long snapper Clint Gresham, guard
Paul McQuistan, and defensive tackle
Brandon Mebane who spent the day
touring the site and learning the food
bank’s critical need for both volun-
teers and resources before slapping on
gloves and participating in a bulk food
competition, scooping oats and rice
into 3-4 cup bags for easy distribution
to families.

Annually, the Lynnwood Food Bank,
located at 5320 176th Street Southwest,
collects and distributes over a million
pounds of food per year, serving an av-
erage of 3,000 households (or 10,500
individuals) a month for the 2023 fis-
cal year (July 1, 2022, through June 30,
2023) —a 50% increase in need from
the previous fiscal year.

To continue providing this valuable

Melissa Bryan (center) with Lynnwood Food Bank President Mike Miller and Lynnwood City Council Vice President Julieta Al-
tamirano-Crosby during the Back to Action awareness event on September 23, 2023. Lynnwood Times | Mario Lotmore

service to the community, the Lyn-
nwood Food Bank need volunteers to
collect, sort, safety check, and distrib-
ute groceries. They also need people
that speak multiple languages, who are
willing to do intakes and work in on the
database (data entry), work on special
projects like cooking demonstrations
and more. The distribution days of
Wednesday and Friday are the Lyn-
nwood Food Bank’s busiest days when
extra hands are needed most.

“Lynnwood Food Bank serves a mul-
ticultural community with a diverse
group of volunteers,” Alissa Jones,
Executive Director, Lynnwood Food
Bank told the Lynnwood Times. “We
welcome a variety of cultures, lan-
guages, backgrounds, LGBTQ+ and

Marysville Mayor Jon Nehring speaking at his city’s September 11 ceremony at its
Civic Center on September 11, 2023. Source: Lynnwood Times | Mario Lotmore.
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truly enjoy our diverse volunteer
community. In addition to hard work,
we also grow as friends and have fun
while working together. We are a com-
munity serving our own community
and we hope you’ll join us in making
a difference in Lynnwood and South
Snohomish County.”

Roughly 9.6 million workers in the
U.S. lost their jobs during the first
few quarters of the COVID pandemic,
according to Pew Research, leaving
many scrambling to make ends meet.

With inflation rising, it only gives more
importance to the work the Food Bank
does, making a dent in the roughly 38
million people in the country who are
food insecure.

“The honest truth is, for all of us, food
is a little bit of a challenge coming
in, in terms of donation,” said Casey
Davis, Executive Director for the Ed-
monds Food Bank.

Continued PAGE 8 >>
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Candidate interviews for Lynnwood City Council

By MARIO LOTMORE

LYNNWOOD—In
preparation for the up-
coming General Elec-
tion on November 7,
2023, the Lynnwood
Times sat down with
each of the Lynnwood City Council
candidates to help you make an in-
formed decision.

The Lynnwood Times conducted one-
on-one interviews with each of the sev-
en candidates over the course of two
days, September 20 and September
23, to share their stance on community
engagement, economic development,
housing and growth, fiscal responsibil-
ity, public safety, and the environment.
Each of the candidates were asked the
same questions except for two ques-
tions — a question on their unique re-
cord or experience, and another ques-
tion on behalf of their opponent. In the
case of candidate George Hurst, who is
running unopposed, he did not receive
a question from his opponent for obvi-
ous reasons.

To listen to each candidate’s complete,
unabridged, answers to these ques-
tions, you may watch the full video
interview, in the QR code above. The
two unique questions relating to a can-
didate’s record or experience, and on
behalf of their opponent are within the
last three questions in the video inter-
view that are identified as questions 12
and 13.

Below are each of the candidate’s re-

sponses as summarized by the Lyn-
nwood Times. Please keep in mind
that these summaries are interpreted
and condensed, not direct quotes. For a
complete and unedited response, read-
ers are encouraged to watch the video
interviews at the end of this article. The
interviews were conducted at the Sno-
Isle Lynnwood Library and South Lyn-
nwood Park.

What are your top three priorities?

Jim Smith (position 4): Public safety is
Smith’s number one priority above all
else.

Nick Coelho (position 4): Public safe-
ty, that the council has a long-term vi-
sion, and there is opportunity spread
across the city.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (po-
sition 5): Public safety, sustainable
growth, and mental health.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leu-
twyler’s top three priorities are hous-
ing, transportation and road safety, and
public health and safety.

Derek Hanusch (position 7). Hanus-
ch values both sides of the aisle and
would like to focus on easing the po-
litical divide. He also wants to focus
on preparing the city for when the light
rail opens next year and adding differ-
ent sources of revenue rather than only
retail sales tax.

David Parshall (position 7): Parshall’s
priorities are public safety, transporta-

tion, and preparing for growth.

George Hurst (position 6): Hurst’s
top three priorities are preparing for
growth, which includes housing for all
income levels, public safety, and sus-
tainable infrastructure.

If given a $500,000 grant to use in
Lynnwood, how would you allocate it
in the best interest of residents?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith would
use the funds to bolster the Lynnwood
Police Force for the protection of Lyn-
nwood residents and allocate the funds
for a drug treatment center.

Nick Coelho (position 4): Coelho
would use the funds to leverage for
future grants, which is something the
parks Department has done in the past,
he said.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): Julieta would allocate the funds
for food security and reduce gang ac-
tivity by establishing after school pro-
grams.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leut-
wyler would like to use those funds to
work with businesses and small busi-
nesses to clean up the city from para-
phernalia, graffiti, and litter.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch
would like to donate some of the mon-
ey to the Lynnwood Food Bank but,
at large, help fund more ways of pro-
viding healthy, nutritious food such as
farmer’s markets.

David Parshall (position 7): Parshall
would use the funds to support after
school recreation programs for stu-
dents and use some of it to go towards
Snohomish County’s LEAD program.

George Hurst (position 6): If Hurst was
given a $500,000 grant one of the first
things Hurst would do is use it to build
transitional housing.

Excluding changing housing and
zoning codes, what would you pro-
pose to make Lynnwood better for se-
niors and those with disabilities?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith empha-
Continued PAGE 03 >>



04 | Lynnwoob TIMES | OCT 12 - OCT 25, 2023

from page 3 LYNNWOOD
CANDIDATES

sized that the senior community is ex-
tremely important to him. He believes
council members should meet seniors
where they are to ask, first-hand, what
their needs are.

Nick Coelho (position 4): Coelho
would like to make parks and public
spaces accessible and invest in social
infrastructure — such as the Senior
Center. He wants to ensure the coun-
cil gives seniors a voice and make sure
they feel heard.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (po-
sition 5): Julieta believes the city is
doing a great job to enhance the city’s
accessibility as far as ADA and hopes
to continue to do so as councilwoman.
She hopes to expand services at the Se-
nior Center

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leut-
wyler would like to focus on improv-
ing road safety and accessibility for
seniors to get around without having to
drive a car.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanus-
ch would like to focus on defending
against property crimes.

David Parshall (position 7): Parshall
would like to expand the Lynnwood
Senior Center and improve its pro-
grams.

George Hurst (position 6): Hurst would
like to preserve low-income housing
for seniors, who are on a fixed income,
whether it be controlled rent especial-
ly on mobile home parks where many
Lynnwood seniors live, he said.

What do you think the City can do to
increase engagement by people of col-
or or underrepresented communities
in the city’s economic development?

Nick Coelho (position 4): As a small
business owner himself, Coelho be-
lieves that entrepreneurship is the path
to middle class. Civic engagement, ad-
ditionally, is a way to reach underrep-
resented communities.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): Julieta mentioned Lynnwood
council is currently working with Gar-
ry Clark, CEO if the Snohomish Coun-
ty Economic Alliance, to create a Bl-
POC Chamber for the county. She also
mentioned some of her work she has
done to offer bilingual classes in the re-
gion and included some of her works
within the Latino community.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leut-
wyler would like to speed up, and de-
crease costs of, the permitting process
for small businesses to remove barriers
for people of color to enter the business
world in Lynnwood. He also thinks ex-
ploring a community land trust could
be an innovative solution the city could
consider.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch
returned to the opening of light rail

next year, which he says is going to
attract more and more people — espe-
cially transients. He said he believes
the city should do more to encourage
homeless individuals to clean up trash.

David Parshall (position 7): Parshall
would like to highlight BIPOC-owned
businesses or host cultural events to
expand engagement and education.

George Hurst (position 6): Hurst be-
lieves the Diversity, Equity, and Inclu-
sion should be more active and better
at advising council, which he admits
the council could be better at welcom-
ing their advice.

How do you plan to involve residents
in the decision-making process of the
city?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith wish-
es to release council members’ phone
numbers to the public so they can be
contacted at any time with concerns.

Nick Coelho (position 4): Building
a civic culture where community en-
gagement is promoted, Coelho said,
is key. An example he gave is simply
asking what resident’s priorities are
so they can feel that changes happen-
ing within the city are happening with
them, not just around them.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): Julieta mentioned many of the
city’s engagement events, such as the
Fair on 44th and her Let’s Talk About
Safety events where city officials meet
residents to discuss their concerns.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leu-
twyler would like to push for more
engagement from the council on week-
ends or community events to allow
people who may not be able to attend
city council meeting and opportunity
to voice their concerns and participate
in local politics.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch
thinks the city does a good job with
public comments at council meetings
but believes there could be more out-
reach outside of council meetings such
as conferences or events at the public
library.

David Parshall (position 7): Parshall
says he is already working on expand-
ing community engagement by door
knocking on resident’s houses to ask
what issues they would like addressed.
He would like to continue doing this as
your city council member.

George Hurst (position 6): Hurst be-
lieves council members should get
out of the council chambers and meet
residents to ask their concerns. He
mentioned that most residences with
concerns normally only speak up at
meetings once it’s already too late.

What do you feel are the top concerns
facing small business owners in Lyn-
nwood and what do you propose to ad-
dress those concerns?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith believes

in reducing taxes on business owners
because “we need their services more
than we need their tax dollars.” Addi-
tionally, he circled back to his commit-
ment toward equipping the police force
because he said cracking down on retail
theft will also help support businesses.

Nick Coelho (position 4): Barriers
of entry, Coelho reiterated, but also
keeping business open and located in
Lynnwood. He would like to reform
zoning to build new spaces for local
business owners to have accessible ar-
eas to open shop.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): Safety is the biggest concern,
both for business owners and the Lyn-
nwood community at large, according
to Dr. Altamirano-Crosby. To address
this Dr. Altamirano-Croshy plans to
hold a roundtable with local business
owners to discuss how to implement a
safety plan and address retail theft.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leu-
twyler returned to his commitment to
speeding up the permitting process for
businesses opening a new establish-
ment. He would also like to focus on
keeping the streets clean.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch
believes that online shopping will even-
tually take over from brick and mortar.

He expects that most retail spaces will
be replaced with apartment complexes
and added that he’s more interested in
exploring how business will be con-
ducted in the city in the future.

David Parshall (position 7): Public
safety, Parshall said, is a big issue as
it relates to businesses. He noted that
a big source of Lynnwood’s revenue is
its retail presence, but business owners
should feel safe to operate business in
the city.

George Hurst (position 6): One of the
biggest concerns is shortage of labor,
Hurst said, but that also comes down to
wage. One of his goals on council is to
encourage businesses to provide a bet-
ter, livable, wage for their employees.

How would you propose increasing
revenue for the City of Lynnwood?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith believes
reducing city spending would increase
revenue for the city.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): Dr. Altamirano-Crosby noted
that Lynnwood has one of the highest
taxes in the state. She doesn’t believe
the city needs to do anything to raise
revenue, she believes the city needs to
focus on manaﬁqiln the %evenue effec-

tively that it CPFERRERad OGRS 3R
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first.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leut-
wyler wants to focus on growing small,
local, businesses in Lynnwood.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch
believes that Lynnwood should explore
different areas of revenue generation
other than retail, which he says is not
sustainable.

David Parshall (position 7): One thing
he would not like to do is increase sales
tax because that would impact people’s
decision to visit Lynnwood to shop.
What he does think the city could do is
promote Lynnwood as a shopping des-
tination to take advantage of its retail
opportunities.

George Hurst (position 6): With a large
portion of Lynnwood’s revenue com-
ing from retail and luxury auto dealers,
Hurst wishes to ensure the Alderwood
mall remains vibrant and inviting by
making it a place to go rather than
just a place to shop. He added that the
council needs to focus on its expendi-
tures first before focusing on bringing
in more revenue.

What do you think is the most import-
ant infrastructure project needed in
Lynnwood right now?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith believes
we should focus on improving our
roads, which he said are an important
safety concern. This includes repaving
and adding sidewalks to increase pe-
destrian access.

Nick Coelho (position 4): Coelho feels
the city needs a robust downtown core,
which can act as a sort of “front yard”
for apartment dwellers, and social
gathering space.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): Dr. Altamirano-Crosby believes
there are many infrastructure projects
that need attention in Lynnwood. She’s
grateful 196th just recently opened but
shared that the Poplar Way Bridge and
the Wastewater Treatment Plant are the
most important projects currently.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leut-
wyler believes the city center is huge
for economic development. He be-
lieves that, with the right city council
members in position, the city can re-
ally capitalize on the light rail coming
in but should focus on building out its
transit network.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch
believes in building more housing, and
sober living houses to support those
suffering with substance abuse.

David Parshall (position 7): Although
excited for light rail, Parshall is con-
cerned how the influx in population
is going to increase traffic. To prepare
accordingly he said he believes road
improvements are the most important
to keep maintenance and efficiency to
keep congestion down.

George Hurst (position 6): Without
hesitation, Hurst said the most import-
ant infrastructure project is the Waste-
water Treatment Plant. That and sup-
porting the area around the upcoming
light rail station — a project which he
clarified is Sound Transit’s and not the

city of Lynnwood.

If there’s ever a budget shortfall or
a recession, what recommendations
would you present on how to mitigate
the shortfall?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith believes
there could be some cuts but wishes to
figure out a way to spend less while of-
fering more services.

Nick Coelho (position 4): The major
thing, Coelho said, is setting council’s
priorities straight. infrastructure, parks
and public spaces, and public safety
should be prioritized. He believes the
city can do low cost things to increase

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (po-
sition 5): Dr. Altamirano-Crosby be-
lieves we are already passed due for a
recession. She believes putting money
aside for emergencies is key, using the
example of COVID and the city’s re-
sponse to how it affected the commu-
nity.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leu-
twyler believes in keeping reserve
funds to be prepared for an econom-
ic downturn and look at discretionary
spending to pause or postpone projects
to reduce costs.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch
believes in putting funds into a reserve
fund that could be used for a financial
crisis.

David Parshall (position 7): Parshall’s
number one recommendation is to en-
sure that essential services keep flow-

ing.

George Hurst (position 6): Hurst used
the example of COVID as being an ex-
ample of having to make cuts. Police
and roads are the priorities when mak-
ing cuts, he said, but if there is another
major recession it’s important to have
a “rainy day fund” — which the coun-
cil already has in place for a couple
months buffer.

Regarding public safety, what do you
think the city is doing right and where
might there be opportunity for im-
provement?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith believes
there needs to be an adequate number
of police. “If we don’t have public safe-
ty in Lynnwood nothing else matters,”
Smith said. “Beautiful parks would not
matter unless people feel safe entering
those parks.”

Nick Coelho (position 4): The import-
ant part is ensuring our law enforce-
ment is fully staffed, Coelho said. Road
safety and preventative maintenance is
also key.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): What the city is doing right, Dr.
Altamirano-Crosby said, is that the city
is proactive on public safety. She add-
ed that every single resource they have
they use. She says engagement is key,
but it is already in place adding that the
city recently passed an ordinance to
regulate public drug use.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leu-
twyler praised the Lynnwood Police
Department for its strong sense of
community. Where he thinks the city is
lacking is not investing enough in men-
tal health and housing solutions, which
he believes is setting up the police de-

partment up for failure.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch
praised the Lynnwood Police Depart-
ment and mentioned he has partici-
pated in their Citizen’s Academy three
times. He said an opportunity is foster-
ing more community engagement.

David Parshall (position 7): One of
the things Parshall is concerned about
is that it’s a tough time to hire first re-
sponders. He wants to ensure that Lyn-
nwood stays competitive to ensure the
Lynnwood PD is hiring the best officers
they can. He thinks engagement events
are a great way to build trust with com-
munity members.

George Hurst (position 6): What the
city is doing right is rebuilding staffing
in the police department, Hurst said. He
would like to see more mental health
professionals working in conjunction
with the police.

Lynnwood is home many parks and
trails. What would you propose to im-
prove the City’s green spaces?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith is proud
of the number of green spaces the
city of Lynnwood has but wishes to
preserve them. He would like to see
the development of Rowe Park come
to completion and have Gold Park
cleaned up from public drug use and
homelessness.

Nick Coelho (position 4): Coelho
would ask the people to start taking
part, such as getting groups together to
weed out invasive species from parks.
He would love to create a communi-
ty-led program to get involved so they
feel they are a part of the park’s pres-

ervation.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): Dr. Altamirano-Crosby com-
mended the Parks and Recreation
Department noting that they are rec-
ognized nation-wide. She noted that
improvement to parks and green spac-
es starts with understanding the City’s
needs. An area with a highly Asian
community, for example, may differ
than a predominately Latino commu-
nity so it’s understanding the area and
what its people’s needs are.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leut-
wyler would want to focus on a climate
action plan for the city to lay out what
the city could do to promote green
space while reducing climate change.
He cycled back to road safety, men-
tioning that trees can also be used as
a natural barrier to slow traffic down
and create a natural barrier to reduce
collisions.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanus-
ch has visited many of Lynnwood’s
parks. He loves the remodel of South
Lynnwood Park and loves to take his
grandparents to parks. He would like
to clean up Lynnwood’s parks from
homeless individuals.

David Parshall (position 7): Parshall
would love to see amenities added to
city parks, which he believes would re-
duce crime. By bringing in activities,
such as disc gold courses, he believes
it brings more people with a vested in-
terest in the parks.

George Hurst (position 6): Hurst be-
lieves that the city should be able to

Continued PAGE 07 >>
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Candidate interviews for Superior Court Position 17

By GEORGE FTIKAS, JR.

LYNNWOOD—The
Lynnwood  Times’s
publisher Mario Lot-
more sat down with
the candidates for Sno-
homish County Supe-
rior Court Position 17 in the upcoming
general elections on November 7. The
candidates were asked the same set of
12 questions aside from the last ques-
tion on behalf of their opponent. Some
of the answers to the questions asked
are partial quotes and were shortened
for brevity.

BIOGRAPHIES OF EACH SUPERIOR
COURT CANDIDATE

Judge Patrick Moriarty was selected to
fill a position on the Snohomish Coun-
ty Superior Court bench in June 2022
following the governor’s rigorous
screening and appointment process.

Judge Moriarty has a record of more
than 30 years of public service, with
broad legal expertise as a public de-
fender, prosecutor, private attorney,
superior court commissioner, and now
a judge.

Except for just two years in the 1990s,
his law practice was focused in Sno-

homish County where he handled mat-
ters of criminal defense, juvenile rep-
resentation, dependencies, drug court,
personal injury, and many of the other
legal issues that now come before him
as a superior court judge.

For 17 years while practicing law,
Judge Moriarty served regularly as
a judge pro tem in the courts of Sno-
homish County followed by 4 years as
a superior court commissioner where
he presided over thousands of complex
and important matters involving fami-
lies and children. He is now the incum-
bent judge in this election.

To learn more, visit https://judgepat-
rickmoriarty.org/

Mary is a first-generation college grad-
uate. She grew up in Everett, Washing-
ton, and has been in the community for
over 40 years. Mary is a pro tem judge
in Snohomish County and has presid-
ed over 1700 cases, including criminal
and civil matters.

Mary has over 25 years of business ex-
perience. Law is her third career. She
owned and operated a construction
company, a mortgage brokerage com-
pany, and a law firm. After graduating
from law school, she opened Guidance
to Justice Law Firm, where she is a tri-

SEEKING
SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS ARCHITECT

Software Solution Architect (Masters w/ 5 yrs or Bach w/ 7 yrs exp;
Major: CS, Info Tech, or equiv.) - LYNNWOOD, WA.

Job entails working w/ & regs exp incl Java, J2EE, Python, PySpark,
XML, Active MQ, JMS, Apache Karaf, Jenkins, Spring Boot, Spring
Framework, JavaScript, Angular, Node.js, AWS Lambda, AWS S3,
AWS API Gateway, Azure Cloud, Azure Functions, SQL, Azure SQL
Server, Oracle, PostgreSQL, JAX-RS, Jetty, JBoss, Apache Tomcat,
Apache Camel, Azure Databricks & Azure LogicApps. Must have exp
analyzing, architecting, designing, & developing applications. Various
Worksites: Relocation & travel to a project-based unanticipated loca-
tions within USA possible. $160,000.00/year. Send resumes to Pio-
neer IT Systems LLC, Attn: HR, 19401 40TH AVE W STE 115, LYN-

NWOOD, WA 98036.

al attorney and helps people know their
rights, understand their rights, and in-
voke their rights.

She practices in real estate, civil rights,
and personal injury. She is the only
candidate who has successfully argued
before our state Supreme Court and has
federal court and appellate experience.

She enjoys giving back to her commu-
nity by volunteering at the Snohomish
County Legal Clinic.

Mary has earned endorsements from
the Snohomish County Democrat and
Republican parties, three State Su-
preme Court Justices, and many oth-
ers. She is family-driven and has been
married for nearly 30 years where she
and her husband are proud parents of a
United States Navy Veteran.

To learn more, visit https://www.elect-
maryanderson.com/

QUESTIONS TO CANDIDATES

The responses below have been sum-
marized by the Lynnwood Times, so
check out the videos above to hear the
Superior Court candidates respons-
es in their own words as well as their
closing remarks. The Superior Court
interviews were conducted at the beau-
tiful Lynndale Park located in South
Snohomish County on September 30,
2023.

What are your top three priorities if
elected to office?

Patrick Moriarty: 1I’m currently sit-
ting in juvenile court. | started there in
March and it is an 18 month rotation,
so I’m focused right at the matters that
come before the court in juvenile court.
Those are two different types of cases.
There’s dependency and termination
cases, which deal with parental rights,
and then there’s offender matters,
which are juvenile offender criminal
matters.

Mary Anderson: My top priorities are
really simple. I don’t want the same
old, same old. I want to bring a differ-
ent, new perspective to the judiciary
and my whole goal is to bring transpar-
ency, integrity, and fairness for all.

What techniques do you use to main-
tain order in the courtroom?

Patrick Moriarty: The main technique
that | use is respect. What | mean by
that is, if you respect the parties that
are there, both the attorneys and the
litigants, usually you get respect in re-
turn.

So | don’t think it is appropriate to
shout at people. | try to keep my voice
down. I try to speak to them. ...I’ve
had very few circumstances where
somebody has gotten to the point
where they are unable to maintain their
composure. And if that happens, I’ll
usually take a break. Say, “We’re going
to take a recess. | want you to regain
your composure.” I’ll give them a few
minutes, come back out. Sometimes
I’ll say, “Why don’t you have a seat,
we’ll come back to you in a moment’
and we’ll handle another matter while
we wait.”

Mary Anderson: As a judge pro tem...
I would just take a moment to reflect
and ask them Kkindly, “Please, sir or
madam, direct the court and not your
opponent.” And once | do that, they
seem to actually calm down and only
speak to me. Because, remember, this
is like a traumatic experience for some
individuals, so we want to make sure
that, as a judge, the litigants that come
before me are comfortable — they un-
derstand what is going on.

What considerations would you give
to self-represented litigants in court?

Patrick Moriarty: Judges are not sup-
posed to treat litigants any differently,
whether they’re represented or not. In
other words, we cannot advise self-rep-
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resented litigants. | do give them some
leeway with regard to, say, timelines
and things of that nature. And main-
ly, that’s because people don’t know.
These are complex procedures.

Mary Anderson: I, as a judicial offi-
cer, will always uphold the law and the
Constitution. So if in fact someone was
going to self-incriminate themself, it is
my job and duty, as your next judge,
to make sure we stop that person. Say,
“Hey, you know what, that’s probably
not an appropriate question for you to
answer because you may be giving up
your 5th Amendment right.”

What specific actions would you take
to ensure that the guidelines of an
individual appointed by the court to
represent the best interests of a child
or incapacitated person are followed
until a case is settled?

Patrick Moriarty: We deal with guard-
ians ad litem and attorney guardians ad
litem... they get training which tells
them what they’re supposed to do and
how they’re supposed to investigate the
case. When we appoint them, we gen-
erally give them the parameters of what
we need... The overall investigation is
what is in the child’s best interest...
They give us what they’ve found and
we make the decision, as far as what’s
in that report, what we think is the most
appropriate way to deal with the case.

Mary Anderson: | would just make
sure that we are following the rules and
regulations that are put on appointed
guardians ad litem. We, as a judiciary,
have an obligation to protect and sup-
port childrens’ rights as well. So it will
be my job and duty to ensure that this
individual that is in fact appointed, is
following the rules and law and apply-
ing them fairly and equally without a
biased lens.

What strategies do you use to remain
impartial while presiding over a case?

Patrick Moriarty: | always try to re-
member what we instruct jurors to
do. ...It’s extremely important for any
litigant — whether it’s a civil case or
it’s a criminal case — that they have a
fair and impartial jury. And that means
that there is no bias — either implicit
or outright bias by the person who is
going to act as a juror — and that they
are going to fairly hear the matter for
the party.

For instance, perhaps a person who
has been the victim of a sexual assault
should not be on a sexual assault case...
Not every case is the right case for ev-
ery juror. As judges, we don’t neces-
sarily have that luxury, so we have to
recognize it within ourselves... Every-
body deserves a fair shake and | think
it is important that every judge recog-
nizes that and never lets their emotions
overcome what is supposed to be their
job.

Mary Anderson: Everyone has a bias.
If someone tells you they don’t have
a bias, they’re not being truthful. Ev-
eryone has a bias, but what I do to
make sure | check my biases is | think
through the issue and | ask myself the
question, “Why am | ruling this way?”
And if | rule this way, “Would 1 rule
this way if someone else was in front of
me? Would I rule this way if this person
was in front of me?” So | make sure
I make a conscious decision to always
make sure that I’m not ruling based on

my own personal feelings and my bias-
es — because that is what the judiciary
requires of me.

My promise to the Snohomish voters
is: I will always uphold the law and the
Constitution without a biased lens, be-
cause that is my duty and my job. And
remember, judges serve the people, not
the other way around.

How do you handle cases involving
sensitive topics such as race, sex, sex-
ual orientation, gender identity, or re-
ligion?

Patrick Moriarty: | think those are
things you have to, number one, con-
front head-on... so | think you need to
be able to recognize if you do have a
bias that might be coming through and
be able to address it.

Mary Anderson: We, as a judge, have
an obligation and a duty to always treat
people equally and it doesn’t matter
who they are, where they come from,
their sexuality — it just doesn’t matter.
We are to treat them equally under the
law.

What is your philosophy on “judi-
cial activism,” and what effect should
judges have in setting or promoting
public policy?

Patrick Moriarty: | guess that depends
on what activism you mean. | think we
should promote the courts and access
to the courts. | think it’s really import-
ant that everybody knows that they are
entitled to be able to get matters heard
if they have a grievance and get before
the court in order to do that...

Activism as far as changing laws?
That’s not a judge’s job. We can tes-
tify in front of the legislature to what
we see in our courts, but it’s up to the
legislature to make the laws. Our oath
is that we support the Constitution and
the laws of the United States and the
State of Washington. And that is the
oath that | take very seriously.

Mary Anderson: There is no room for
any judicial activism. We are to follow
the law and uphold our canons. And if
you’re not doing that, this may not be
a position for you. But my promise to
the Snohomish County voters is: | will
not be a judicial activist. 1 will follow
the law and treat everyone with respect
and dignity and to ensure | don’t rule
on something with a biased lens. That’s
my promise to you.

What standards would you set for
yourself regarding the acceptance of
gifts or social hospitality?

Patrick Moriarty: | don’t do it. It’s just
not something you can do. If you’re
with a family member, they can buy
you a drink, but other than that, from
other people you just don’t do it... It’s
important because you have to avoid
even the appearance of impropriety.
That’s what we’re bound to do under
the code of judicial conduct. And if
people are giving you gifts, if people
are buying you things, you are violat-
ing that appearance. Even if, in your
mind, it means nothing.

Mary Anderson: | would not accept
gifts. In fact, while I’m out campaign-
ing and I’m meeting with folks, | make
sure that I pay for my own coffee,
lunch, whatever it may be because |
just don’t want that look to say, “Hey,
Mary is being bought off by XY&Z.”
It’s not okay, because, remember, the
judiciary is independent.

What is your philosophy on recusal,
especially in situations in which law-
yer-legislators, former associates, or
law partners are to appear before you?

Patrick Moriarty: It’s important that
you certainly don’t hear a matter in
which a former client was involved...
Other times, | will let the parties know
that 1 might know somebody. You
know, if | have a friend who is a law-
yer, I’ll let the parties know that this is
a person that I know — we’re friends.
If anybody feels that they don’t believe
| can give them a fair hearing, they can
let me know and | will recuse myself
under those circumstances. But, we’re
not required to under those as long as
we disclose and the parties are in agree-
ment, it’s fine.

Mary Anderson: If in fact, | believe that
I cannot be honest with myself and the
person that comes before me — that
I would actually tip the scales of jus-
tice — it is my duty and obligation to
recuse myself. Period. No ifs, ands, or
buts. No one should be above the law
and get favored just because they know
a judge.

Describe a time when you had to make
a difficult decision as a judge.

Patrick Moriarty: Some of the most
difficult cases we face are child custo-
dy matters and those are cases that are
heard by the judge. We decide what the
facts of the case are and we also decide
what, ultimately, is going to happen in
the case.

...We, many times, have cases where
you have parents who get along fine
— fifty-fifty parenting plan — where
they each have the child half of the
time, but one parent gets a new job in
another state. They want to move and
they want to take the child with them
and the other parent is objecting. Those
are extremely difficult, because, num-
ber one, you know more often than not,
there is going to be animosity between
the parties just because of what’s going
to happen where there wasn’t before.
And that can have a huge impact on
the child as well. So, again, you have
to look at the statutory factors to deter-
mine whether or not the party has prov-
en their case and then you have to act
in the best interest of the child to make
sure they are protected.

Mary Anderson: The one that comes
to mind would be a sexual assault case
that | presided over. It had to do with
this individual who claimed that the
grandma was sexually abusing this
child. The issue that came before my
court was whether or not we would
prohibit the grandma from providing
and seeing this young child.

The reason why | was saying this was
difficult for me was because I can’t
fathom a grandma or someone else not
being kind to their granddaughter or
grandson. But I will always follow the
law, and in this particular case, we —
based on the evidence that came before
me and based on the testimony — | ap-
plied the law and the grandma would
not be able to see this child.

Question to Patrick Moriarty on be-
half of Mary Anderson: Mary has
lived in the Snohomish County com-
munity for over 40 years, raised her
family, purchased a home, practiced
law, and opened businesses here. She
believes that judges who serve a com-
munity should live in that community.
Do you agree with that?

Patrick Moriarty: No, and | don’t be-
cause | don’t live in Snohomish Coun-
ty. | live 500 feet into King County.
I live in Woodinville right up the hill
from the Costco. I’'m 500 feet from
the county line, but I’ve lived there
for over 25 years — 27 years at this
point. I made the decision to live there
because | worked in Snohomish Coun-
ty at the time and my wife worked in
King County — she worked in insur-
ance. My sister, who | was very close
to, lives in Redmond and that was a
spot where it was between my work,
my wife’s work, and my family. So we
settled there and | like it there.

But | have served Snohomish County
and that’s where the distinction lies.
As far as my opponent goes, she hasn’t
practiced in Snohomish County. Her of-
fice has not been in Snohomish County.
Her office was in Bothell. If you ask the
attorneys who work in our community,
they don’t know who she is. So it’s one
thing to live in the county, but | had an
office in Snohomish County for over 25
years. I’ve contributed to the tax base
of the community there. 1 know the
people of Snohomish County. I know
all of the judges because | was in prac-
tice with many of them when | was an
attorney. I know the lawyers because
they come before me and | practiced
with them when | was an attorney.

So apart from the fact that there is no le-
gal requirement that a judge live in the
county, I’ve served Snohomish Coun-
ty. My opponent has not. So the people
there know me. They know the job I
do. I think I’ve earned their respect and
my opponent is unknown. The fact that
she lives there doesn’t mean she is go-
ing to be a better judge than I am.

Question to Mary Anderson on be-
half of Patrick Moriary: Judges and
attorneys who work in our courts reg-
ularly are in the best position to as-
sess the competency, knowledge, and
experience of judges who are running
for election. Judge Moriarty has the en-
dorsement of every judge in Snohom-
ish County and over 200 attorneys who
have known and respected his work
over the past 30 years. You have no
endorsements from any current Sno-
homish County judges and almost no
endorsements from attorneys displayed
on your website. Why is it that the le-
gal community is not supporting your
effort to replace Judge Moriarty?

Mary Anderson: It’s not why the legal
community is not supporting my judi-
cial run — I am so proud to say that |
am the only candidate in the race that
has been endorsed by three state Su-
preme Court Justices — unlike my op-
ponent. He has none of those endorse-
ments.

So the real question is: why haven’t
those judges endorsed my candidacy?
Some folks don’t necessarily like to see
new, fresh perspectives. And you see,
| bring that new, fresh perspective to
the judiciary. | will bring this breath of
fresh air. I will open up my court room
to allow the community to come in.

So, the real question is: why haven’t
they endorsed me? Because they want
the same old, same old. But my ask to
the Snohomish County voter is that you
vote Mary Anderson for judge, the peo-
ple’s voice, because everyone deserves
a judge that is balanced, experienced,
fair, and for its people. And | am that
judge.
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increase green spaces, which is why
the city has a park impact fee. The city
recently purchased the parcel, where
Goodwill is currently, for the soul pur-
pose of building a new park. He com-
mended the Parks Department for its
ability to secure grants that went to-
wards buying new land to build more
parks.

Where are your favorite places to spend

in Lynnwood and why?

Jim Smith (position 4): Smith loves to
take his new puppy to the parks around
the city. The parks in general, he said,
are just wonderful because of their im-
mense beauty.

Nick Coelho (position 4): Coelho’s fa-
vorite place in Lynnwood right now is
Alderwood Mall. It’s the one place in
the city where he feels pedestrians are
prioritized. It’s the city’s downtown
area without having one, he said.

Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby (posi-
tion 5): South Lynnwood Park is Dr.
Altamirano-Crosby’s favorite place in
Lynnwood. She loves the recent im-
provements, including the addition of
the mural.

Robert Leutwyler (position 5): Leut-
wyler loves where he lives in the Mea-
dowdale area. He loves how many
parks and trails he can easily access.

Derek Hanusch (position 7): Hanusch’s

favorite place in Lynnwood is Scriber
Park. He enjoys walking through the
park and “philosophizing.”

David Parshall (position 7): Parshall
loves walking the Interurban Trail and
doing water sports on Martha Lake.

George Hurst (position 6): Hurst’s fa-
vorite place in Lynnwood currently is
Dave and Buster’s at Alderwood. He
believes it is a great place to take the
family, hold an event, and ultimately
have fun.

from page 2 LYNNWOOD FOOD
BANK

While the region’s different food banks
are in desperate need of volunteers in
all areas, Davis emphasized a need for
drivers and those with computer exper-
tise above all else. Volunteers ranged in
age all the way to 90. They can begin
as young as eight years old, accompa-
nied by an adult, until the 8th grade,
when they can volunteer on their own.

Terry, a seven-year volunteer at the
Edmonds Food Bank, began driving
trucks as a volunteer right after he re-
tired from the seafood business. He
works about 17-20 hours a week, driv-
ing down to Northwest Harvest in Au-
burn to pick up food then back to the
distribution site in Smokey Point. He
told the Lynnwood Times his favorite
part about volunteering is the friends
he’s met and encourages anyone to
give volunteering a try because: “what
do you got to lose?”

Another longtime volunteer, Melissa
Bryan, has been volunteering at the
Lynnwood Food Bank for three years.
She first got involved with the food
bank while volunteering at Homage
when the pandemic first shut every-
thing down and heard about the need
for volunteers at her local food bank.
She informed the Lynnwood Times her
favorite part about volunteering is the

people she works with and the relation-
ships she’s made.

“People who choose to volunteer, and
volunteer with friends, will volunteer
for a lifetime,” said Davis.

Davis added that many volunteers form
bonds and friendships with their fel-
low volunteers, going on to form book
clubs, grabbing lunch, or at the very
least have a safe space where they can
go while adding value to the commu-
nity.

“Every food bank is down in volun-
teers, I think every nonprofit is down
in volunteers, which has been a trend
since COVID,” said Gabrielle Catton,
\Volunteer Coordinator. “The volun-
teers haven’t bounced back. We are
using less volunteers than we were in
2019.”

Edmonds Food Bank serves around
800 households a week and sometimes,
during peak hours, up to 90 volunteers
work at one time to meet demand. Lyn-
nwood Food Bank and Edmonds Food
Bank collectively served 30% of Sno-
homish County over the last five years.

“There is a cliff that people are headed
toward with food insecurity — it’s not
a gradual slide, it’s a cliff. One major
thing can happen in someone’s life, and
they can go from being food secure to

food insecure. Covid happened, job
losses happened, this economy hap-
pened where salaries are low but ev-
erything else is rising above it,” said
Davis. “Volunteering, in some ways, is
very much a privilege. If you have to
get a second job you don’t have time to
volunteer, or if you’re a senior you can
no longer volunteer if you need a job
because your social security can’t keep
up with your income.”

As it stands, one in five Washingto-
nians rely on their local food bank to
put food on the table.

Up north Arlington community food
bank is also having similar challenges,
Executive Director Carla Rankin in-
formed the Lynnwood Times. During
the pandemic, she explained, many
people were making donations while
being supported by federal and state
programs. After the pandemic, howev-
er, much of that assistance halted. Cur-
rently the Arlington food bank is serv-
ing triple the households it was during
the pandemic.

Nicole King, Senior Manager of Inno-
vation Programs for Northwest Har-
vest, informed the Lynnwood Times
she witnessed a 70-80% decrease in
volunteers, from pre-Covid until now,
yet an increase in food insecure indi-
viduals.

“It’s so important to have volunteers,
not only for community building and
meeting your neighbor, but thinking
about access. Can we be open more
hours, can we serve more people, can
we offer more programs to meet people
where they’re at. These literally cannot
happen without volunteers,” said King.

In attendance at Saturday’s event was
Lynnwood City Council Vice President
Dr. Julieta Altamirano-Crosby. Before
the bulk food packing event began, she
took the floor to remind everyone the
Lynnwood Food Bank will be hosting
an upcoming charity event on Octo-
ber 15 called Food is Love, at Fogo
de Chao near Lynnwood’s Alderwood
shopping area. The event will include
food, live music, and entertainment
at $100 a ticket. Proceeds from tick-
et sales will go toward bolstering the
food bank’s need for resources to better
serve its community.

Sign up to volunteer at your local food
bank to support the “Back to Action”
campaign at https://backtoaction.
team/. To volunteer at the Lynnwood
Food Bank, call 425-745-1635 or email
lynnwoodfoodbank@comcast.net.

To volunteer at the Edmonds Food
Bank, call 425-778-5833 or email
info@edmondsfoodbank.org.

frompage 1 LYNNWOOD PFD

actions.”

Leading up into the rally Dong sent an
email to Matt Hendricks, PFD’s attor-
ney, on June 13, asking if she could at-
tend to show her support “both as an
Asian woman as well as the PFD board
member to support our key tenant.”

She received a response from Janet
Pope that same day stating “you are
certainly allowed to attend and have
your own free speech, just not repre-
senting the PFD.”

According to Lynnwood Public Fa-
cilities District By-laws, Article 10,
Section 1, which deal with Board Di-
rector Conduct: “any director has the
right to express personal views and
opinions pursuant to Constitutional
guarantees of freedom of speech, state-
ments purporting to represent the view
or pronouncements of the Board or the
Public Facilities District or committees
thereof shall not be made in advance of
the Board’s final determination of the
matter, except as directed or authorized
by a majority of the entire Board at any
special or regular meeting or public
hearing.”

Never in Dong’s social media posts did
she claim to be speaking on behalf of
the Board, nor as a Board representa-
tive. Pope herself was also in atten-
dance at the June 17 rally.

Sessions and Sutton believed the best
remedy was for neither party to be on
the board, with Sutton saying it is the
same as “trying to put a bandaid over
something that is not going to work
anymore.”

“We need this to stop and if we voted
both of them, there’s going to be more
distractions,” Sessions said. “More
distractions away from the PFD. More
distractions away from the city. More
mudslinging. | hope that’s not true. I
hope that if they both get appointed,
that somehow everybody is able to
come together, but I think there’s just
a lot of water under that bridge now.”

Altamirano-Crosby cited the over-
whelming toxicity as her reason for
abstaining.

The council also unanimously passed
an amended ordinance to update the
city’s zoning code regarding essential
public facilities and their permitting
process.

Dong’s efforts earlier this year brought
attention to Acadia Healthcare opening
an opioid treatment facility next to the
Alderwood Boys & Girls Club.

This change to the Lynnwood Mu-
nicipal Code (LMC) addresses recent
updates to state law, but also gives the
mayor, the council and the public ear-
lier notice on applications for essential
public facilities.

“One of the reasons we did this was
to be able to frontload an application
earlier in the process to make sure that
information can be provided to the
community before any public hearing
and before public comment was due,”
Community Planning Manager Karl
Almgren said. “We really wanted to
make sure that as much information on
new applications for essential public
facilities can be brought forward for
the public input.”

The ordinance has little impact on how
the facilities are run. According to
Almgren, most essential public facili-
ties are licensed and regulated by other
agencies: airports by the Federal Avi-
ation Authority (FAA), mental health
facilities by the Department of Health,
and regional transit authority facilities
by Sound Transit — to name a few.

Back in April, the city council placed a
moratorium on the acceptance and pro-
cessing of applications for substance
abuse outpatient facilities after being
blindsided by the approval of Acadia
Healthcare’s Lynnwood Comprehen-
sive Treatment Facility. The facility’s
proximity to the Alderwood Boys &
Girls Club sparked outrage, prompting
the council to pass an emergency ordi-
nance. This emergency ordinance was
set to expire on October 17.

As originally drafted, the new ordi-
nance had no requirement to inform
the mayor’s office and city council of
applications, prompting Hurst to ask if

there was a need to codify informing
city leadership.

“Staff approached that as a standard
operating procedure, so that any appli-
cation that will require a public hear-
ing, a notification goes to the mayor’s
office and the city council,” Almgren
said.

However, Decker stated concerns that
standard operating procedures can be
changed without notice.

“Our standard operating procedures are
under the direction of the mayor and
our intent and direction from the mayor
has been, ‘no surprises,”” Almgren said
in reply to Decker.

“l certainly understand that and | ap-
preciate the mayor’s direction and
leadership on that point. In 10 years, we
may not have this mayor. There may be
another mayor who has alternative ap-
proaches and that would mean that we
would have no visibility,” Decker said.
“So | would prefer that the intent that
council be provided proper visibility
were written into the ordinance rather
than it just being standard operating
procedure that could be changed with-
out, again, notification or visibility of
the council.”

After further discussion, Hurst moved
to amend the ordinance to add this as a
requirement, which passed unanimous-

ly.



